Ruth 1 for 20 April 2008
Trusting God when it Hurts

Introduction

Sometimes life can deal us some pretty bitter bloWwse tragic loss of six Elim Christian Schooldstats
and their teacher drowned while canyoning at thé&e8mond Hillery outdoor pursuits centre this wesek
deeply disturbing. What does that do to your faitibod when such things happen? That was theiquest
the media were asking; Why do bad things happgodool people? Is this God’s plan or just a horrible
mistake over which he has no control?

Transition

There are many tragedies that happen in our skiegt la young mother dies after loosing her battth
cancer, a young couple have their first child dredrtjoy is dashed by concerned looks of the hakptaff, a
work accident that leaves a person invalided fer & rebellious teenager, a failed business venturthe
loss of a lifetime of savings in a finance compaaolfapse. These are challenges and tragediesrthat a
common to life.

Naomi and Ruth had to deal with these issues slibok we're looking at. We will focus on ch.1 dast
part of ch.4.

Explanation:

Elimelech and Naomi move to the neighbouring lahiloab with their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion
because of a drought in Judah. They are a godlinfama foreign land and surrounded by false rielig.
So, it would have been a concern to the parentswiey married Moabite girls, Orpah and Ruth.

While there a dreadful tragedy strike the familyantirst Elimelech dies followed by his two sonsdxhi
is now a widow and childless in a foreign countay dway from her family support. Itis difficutbrf Kiwi's
living in the 21 Century to appreciate how dire bignation was.

Naomi hears that things are better in Israel, sodgtides to return to her family. Both Orpah anthR
initially declare that they will stick with their ather-in-law, but Naomi manages to dissuade Orgyah b
saying: But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughtersy will you go with me? Have | yet sons in my womb
that they may become your husband&2) Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for | am ¢td to have
a husband. If I should say | have hope, evenlibugd have a husband this night and should bea, $66)
would you therefore wait till they were grown? Wdyou therefore refrain from marrying? No, my
daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me fouy sake that the hand of the LORD has gone ounhstga
me." (1:11-13)

Ruth, on the other hand, seems even more adanmahiry ghose famous words declares: "Do not urgéane
leave you or to return from following you. For whagrou go | will go, and where you lodge | will lazlg
Your people shall be my people, and your God my.Gad) Where you die | will die, and there will | be
buried. May the LORD do so to me and more alsaytlaing but death parts me from you." (1:16,17)sTiki
a classic expression of devotion and loyalty. Refacts her own people and religion for Naomi theom
and the Lord God. She sealed it with a solemn aathcurse on herself if she reneged.

This is an all-or-nothing confession of faith. Rubowever, wasn’t looking with natural eyes butiggal
eyes, which is what we need to do more often.

Arriving back in Bethlehem Naomi caused quite a dHut in response to Bethlehem’s excitement,telig
everyone to call her ‘Mara’ which means ‘bitterheéSsays, The LORD has afflicted me; the Almighty has
brought misfortune on mie.

Back in Judah Ruth meets a kind and loving man BBaaz and Ruth fall in love and Boaz gains the
approval of the elders to marry Ruth. They havera-sa grandson for Naomi — who is named Obed.



As we look at this story on one level we see humdfering and tragedy — tragedy that cannot beedeni
However, on another level the sovereignty, wisdowh lave of God. We see that:

1. God is Intimately Sovereign

The thing about this book that people notice i$ @ed is present, but not seen or heard directly.
There is no voice from heaven, but you know Gatiése. Here we see that God is intimately in totaitrol
of the lives of these people — these nobodies. @mdyhty is involved in the affairs of all peoptdrom
parliament to this church, from Buckingham palacgdur house — God is involved. Naomi expressby it
her many references to the hand of God on theisliwhile Ruth expresses it by her confession {@)6-1

The prophet Daniel expressed this same truth wkemrbte:"Blessed be the name of God forever and ever,
to whom belong wisdom and migli21) He changes times and seasons; he removes kidgsessup

kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and knowledgjease who have understandin(2) he reveals deep
and hidden things; he knows what is in the darkressg the light dwells with him.(Daniel 2:20-22)

The Lord Jesus taught Pilate this same truth atibisSo Pilate said to him, "You will not speak to me? D
you not know that | have authority to release ynd authority to crucify you?'(11) Jesus answered him,
"You would have no authority over me at all unié$sd been given you from abovéJohn 19:10-11)

God is in control of all things in our lives — imtately. Nothing is too small for him. He knows thember
of hairs on your head and about the sparrows itré®s. He isn’'t blind to these details. What agre
comfort this is. You can entrust every area ofili® God’s capable hands.

However, saying that God is intimately sovereigesiot mean that your life will be completely ha@nd
peaceful. God is sovereign, even in the smallest detaileofife, and although not always easy, it works
out for good and brings ultimate freedongPiper)

2. God’s Sovereign Rule in Your Life is Not Alway€asy

The prophet Jeremiah said; ‘Who has spoken araintdo pass, unless the Lord has commande@&p
Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that gaatl bad come? (Lamentations 3:37-38)e fact that
God is intimately sovereign doesn’'t mean that yiemwill always be easy. Notice how Naomi putshitis
to her daughters-in-law (13), but far more powdyftd her family back in Bethlehem (20,21). Theseds
of Naomi may shock us, but they are true. Thiselthy and biblical.

Notice that Naomi recognises that it is God wholirasight these tragedies on her life. She wantadme
changed to ‘Bitter’ because God has made her iiferl>- very bitter. Note the name of God usechtre
‘Almighty’, or the sovereigh God who excludes aler gods, demons or spirits — even the Moabite
Chemosh and his ilk. Only God is in total contr@od took her from being a happily married mumhwit
kids to a childless widow.

Where | might depart from Naomi is in verse 21 vehglne explains her predicament by God’s judgment
against her. She says that God has brought coiwhagainst her (testified against — ESV) andight evil
on her. The Bible rather explains these sortyvehts have happening by God’s permission, like wiesn
allowed Satan to attack Job (Job 1& 2).

3. The wisdom and goodness of God’s sovereignty

While this is not addressed directly in this pgssahis is the major theme of this book. Godis a
work in this family in very trying life circumstaers to do one of the greatest acts in Israel’s tyisemd set
the path for the greatest act in all of world higto

‘So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. Ameehein to her, and the LORD gave her conceptioia,
she bore a son(14) Then the women said to Naomi, "Blessed be thel,@/Ro has not left you this day
without a redeemer, and may his name be renownkxtael! (15) He shall be to you a restorer of life and
a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter-awlwho loves you, who is more to you than seves, son
has given birth to him."(16) Then Naomi took the child and laid him on herdayl became his nurse



(Ruth 4: 13-1Y Note especially the change in Naomi. Now she ggrimeng to see the sunshine behind the
cloud.

Here God is preparing the ancestor of the greagadty King David through the life of little Naorand her
Moabite daughter-in-law Ruth. Who would have tha®g Even better, Jesus came as the Son of David to
rule on David’s throne — all the way from Naomi ddtth! All things do indeed ‘work together for gbto
those who love God'!

| encourage you to look at you life like this. tNima fatalistic way, but trusting in our soveneig
God’s works of providence as he directs your lifed ¢hose around you.

‘Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledgsod! How unsearchable are his judgments and
how inscrutable his waysl34) "For who has known the mind of the Lord, or wias been his counselor?"
(35) "Or who has given a gift to him that he mightrepaid?” (36) For from him and through him and to
him are all things. To him be glory forever. Am@Romans 11:33).

4. Finding freedom by trusting God’s sovereign love

When you have the faith of Naomi and Ruth youfege. You can do all kinds of things — leave
your job, move far away from your home, take ondaee of all kinds of difficult people, face sevérals
and difficulties — without fear and uncertainty ith peace and hope. No longer fret over allipe and
downs, but rest in his sovereign saving grace.

Saving grace? You see, the major theme of this thiat there is a kinsman redeemer who delivess t
total outsider Ruth, and that this is part of Gqaan for the bnly Redeemer of God’s chosen ones, Jesus
Christ” Why? Because you know that your God is sovergighis love.

By this | mean that Ruth and Naomi ultimately exgece that their God is full of love, even thougmgs
are tough. Naomi’s friends recognised this (143 Ruth experienced this through Boaz’s kindneasitds
her.

‘In this the love of God was made manifest amonthasGod sent his only Son into the world, so that
might live through him(10) In this is love, not that we have loved God bat he loved us and sent his Son
to be the propitiation for our sins(1 John 4:9-10.)

What is your greatest life need? Not freedom fraimpr grief, but freedom from sin and its deattffects.
Behind a frowning providence there hides a smifange..the ‘face’ of the Lord Jesus Christ sayinGome
unto me...”

Conclusion

At the end of the day we often don’t know why bhaihgs happen to good people. Why did these seven
young people loose their lives? But we do know @adl is sovereign, God is all-wise, and God isiidily
loving. Naomi and Ruth both experienced this ay thusted God through the blinding tragedy that wa
their lives.

At the end God sent Obed the father of Jesseatherfof David...the father of Jesus, the Saviouhef
world. We know that God sent his Son into the woslithat whatever happens we can say with PRat, “
to me to live is Christ, and to die is gdihet this be our anchor and freedom today.



